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SUBJECT: ESTATE OF EDWIN GILBERT 
REF: NICE 449 

1 . DEPT APPRECIATES CONOFF'S RELUCTANCE TO REQUEST THAT 
HARRON TURN OVER GILBERT’S PERSONAL EFFECTS BUT DEPT NOT 
IN POSITION TO RELIEVE CONOFF OF ANY OF CONOFF'S DUTIES 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN CONSERVATION AND SETTLEMENT OF 
PERSONAL ESTATES OF DECEASED USC'S. 

2. THEREFORE, UNLESS HARRON QUALIFIES ASLEGAL REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF GILBERT'S ESTATE (AS DEFINED IN 22 USC 1175 

(22 CFR 72.18 AND 7 FAM 444.2-1) CONOFF SHOULD REQUEST 
THAT HARRON TURN OVER GILBERT'S PERSONAL EFFECTS 
(AS DEFINED IN 22 CFR 72.28 AND 7 FAM 445) TO CONOFF FOR 
LEGAL DISPOSITION AS DEFINED IN 22 USC 1175. ONCE 
REC'D CONOFF SHOULD INVENTORY AND APPRAISE EFFECTS AND 
SUPPLY COPY OF INVENTORY OF EFFECTS TO MRS. GILBERT. 

MRS. GILBERT SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT DOCUMENTARY 
EVIDENCE OF ENTITLEMENT TO ESTATE AS DESCRIBED IN 22 USC 
1 175, 22 CFR 72.43, 72.44, AND 7 FAM 446, BEFORE CONOFF 
RELEASE EFFECTS TO HER OR ACCEPTS HER INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
DISPOSITION. 
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3. IF HARRON REFUSE TURN OVER EFFECTS UPON REQUEST, 

CONOFF MAY DEMAND ONLY THAT U.S. PPT BE SURRENDERED AS 
PROPERTY OF USG, AS CONOFF HAS NO ENFORCING POWER. 
REFUSAL SHOULD BE NOTED IN POST'S FILES AND MRS. GILBERT 
SO INFORMED ANDSUPPLIED WITH LIST OF ATTYS AND 
SUGGESTION THAT SHE RETAIN LEGAL COUNSEL IN FRANCE IF 
SHE WISHES PURSUE CLAIM TO ESTATE. 

4. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED IN REFTEL, HARRON WOULD 
HAVE NO RIGHT TO RETAIN GILBERT'S EFFECTS UNDER 

22 USC 1 175 UNLESS SHE QUALIFIES AS LEGAL REP OF ESTATE. 
CONOFF SHOULD ALSO DETERMINE WHAT FRENCH LAW PROVIDES 
IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, BECAUSE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE 
CONOFF CAN EXERCISE AUTHORITY AND CARRY OUT RESPON- 
SIBILITIES UNDER U.S. STATUTES AND REGS IS IN ALL CASES 
SUBJECT TO THE CONSENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF THE 
FOREIGN COUNTRY CONCERNED. ROBINSON 
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